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We join a local company and school  

who have teamed up to share experiences  

and raise awareness as allies...

black history  
                          

Local sister and brother, Christine and Michael from CVH Accounting were invited by John Clifford School 
in Beeston to share with the children their experiences growing up as people of colour to celebrate Black 
History Month. 
 As part of the experience Christine and Michael took along their fathers original suitcase from his journey 
to the UK, artifacts, food and even a steel drum!  
  Christine and Michael’s parents were part of the Windrush Generation, along with thousands of others, 
they came over from Jamaica as a result of being asked by the British Government to 
rebuild Britain after the war.   
   Pupils were particularly fascinated by the sugar cane and the sugar that was 

brought from the Caribbean. They engaged in questions and answers, enjoyed 
playing the steel drum and shared their love of Jamaican singer Bob Marley, whose 

messages in his music are still relevant today. 
    With a rich, diverse population within our society, Black History Month reinforces 

the importance of integrating our different backgrounds and cultures. The school had 
a fantastic range of books by and for people of colour on display. This is all part of 

bringing in to focus the importance of educating and learning about different backgrounds.  
       The older children were asked how they could be an ally when someone new of 

colour came to the school. They answered with ways to make them feel welcome, 
offering friendship, playing and sharing.  

 As a local school that embraces children from all background. Ms Daniels pictured 
on the front cover with Christine and Michael shares how important it is that the 
message of integration and education are vital, starting in our schools. 
  Christine and Michael, both born in Nottingham have seen changes over the years 
growing up in a mostly populated white Beeston. Their experience and sharing with 
the children gave them the opportunity to share the story of their first ally as children 
and how they were made to feel welcomed to the area from The Meadows.  
  Having said that they both share the fact that we still need to come a long way to see 
change, as a recent racial experience in Beeston proved that racism still exists.  

  It shows, we need to educate and create change, be an ally where you can, and as 
one of the children wrote “It doesn’t matter if people are different, it only matters that 

people are treated the same”.   
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christmas cracker!

Beeston Players, your local amateur dramatic group, has been a staple in the Beeston and Chilwell area since 
1968, performing plays for your enjoyment each year in November and May. 
  Beeston Player’s consists of a twenty five strong team with an age range of 17 to 70’s. “We read, rehearse, and 
produce every play from the Haven Centre and perform the play at the Round Hill School. Weekly meetings take place 
on Monday evenings between 7.30pm and 9:30pm.  
  These meetings are a brilliant way to socialise, gain confidence to perform and give back to our Local Community. After all, what’s better than 
making an audience laugh in a comedy or inquisitively question the motives and identity of a murderer in a thriller? 
  As a team we also organise theatre trips, dinners, parties, walks, pub quizzes, and other functions, which include Civic Charity dinners and dances. 
So, there is never a dull moment!  
  If you would like to join our team with an aim to perform on stage, or would instead like to provide support and assistance to the team 
backstage and front of house, then please contact us at beestonplayerssecretary@gmail.com   
 
  Our next play is ‘The Great Christmas Cracker Heist’ – a comedy by Jamie Lakritz. It’s a fun-filled and imaginative twist on the classic heist movie.  
‘…with the office Christmas party and the regular Christmas bonus on the way, life seems good for the staff at DG Crackers. But they take drastic 
action when things take a turn for the worse to make sure they get the money they’ve been banking on…’.  

  The play is being directed by Barbara Barton who has been with the group almost from the start and the cast is a 
great mix of our group, with new and old faces alike. We also have an honorary new member - Brooke Harris 

(age 10) - who is looking forward to her debut. The photos below are of the cast rehearsing the play. 
    We can’t wait to welcome you to see this production on between 16th to 18th November at 7.30pm 

and Saturday 19th at 2.30pm (matinee only). Performances are at Round Hill School in Beeston; 
tickets are £8 (concessions £7) and are available via our website or on the door. We serve 
complimentary tea or coffee at the interval and have a bar serving alcohol and soft drinks. 
Suffice to say it will go off with a bang!”

Local amateur dramatic group, welcome you to their lastest production...
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For more information contact Robert Ellis 
12 High Road, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 2JP 
 
Email: beeston@robertellis.co.uk 
Telephone: 0115 922 0888
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A fabulous individually designed and 
constructed three bedroom detached 
house, tucked away in an exclusive location 
within North West Beeston. 
  Offering a beautifully presented interior 
with a stunning open plan kitchen/diner and 
impressive master en-suite bedroom, this 
versatile house offers a contemporary living 
space that would doubtless be of great 
appeal to a variety of potential purchasers. 
  In brief, the bright and appealing interior 
comprises: Spacious entrance hall, sitting 
room, dining room/study, WC, kitchen/diner 
and utility to the ground floor. Rising to the 
first floor is a master en-suite bedroom, two 
further double bedrooms and a family 
bathroom. 
  Enjoying an extremely private position 
behind mature hedging with a gated 
entrance there is a primarily lawned garden 
tothe front, a patio to the rear and a 
driveway with ample car standing with a 
garage beyond. 
  Enjoying a peaceful location just a short 
walk from Beeston town centre which offers 
a variety of shops and services, well placed 
for the NET tram and convenient for the 
Queen's Medical Centre, Nottingham 
University and the M1 this 
excellent house truly is a rare opportunity 
that can only be fully appreciated through 
viewing.

property of the month

Vicarage Street, 
Beeston, Nottingham 
NG9 1BW 
£695,000 Freehold
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beeston wildlife group

Beeston Wildlife Group are a group of enthusiasts affiliated to 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust who aim to engage others in the whole 

wildlife experience by providing access to a range 

of walks and talks. 
 

UPCOMING TALKS: 
 

British Freshwater Fish with Jack Perks. Monday 21st November 2022 at 7.30pm 
We have fifty-four species of fish in Britain but how much do we know about them?  
Jack, a regular contributor on Springwatch, uses photographs and video footage  
to enlighten us about our underwater wildlife. 
 
The Outer Hebrides with Nigel Slater. Monday 19th December 2022 at 7.30pm 
This is wildlife on the edge of Britain. Nigel shows us ten islands packed with history,  

culture, mountains, beaches and weather! Discover more about this haven for eagles, 
corncrakes, otters and wild flowers. 

 
£3 Adults. Children free. Trent Vale Infant School, Trent Road, Beeston Rylands, NG9 1LP. 

If you would like to find out more information or speak to someone about the group please 
contact Nigel Slater on 0115 916 6518 

or visit www.beestonwildlifegroup.org 
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beeston film festival
Have a Horrorble Halloween! 

by Sam Kurd

It’s October, this writer’s favourite month! Why is that? Because October 
means Halloween, and Halloween means Horror! Monsters, killers, 
ghosts and gribblies; if it goes bump in the night, then I can’t get enough 
of it! 
  The Beeston Film Festival has had some bloody (sorry) brilliant entries 
in our Horror category over the years, and the current batch of 
submissions shows that trend is alive and well – there are some 
fantastically spooky films in the running this year.  
  Here’s a handful of the best we’ve had so far. 
  In The Forfeit, a young working class Welsh woman is excited (and 
nervous) to meet her boyfriend’s posh English family at Christmas – but 
their traditional party game is off-putting and full of obscure in-jokes, and 
before long it becomes clear there’s skeletons in their closet… Darkly 
amusing and brilliantly tense, this is one for fans of Ready or Not! 
  The Familiar, meanwhile, is more traditionally grim in its approach. It’s 
a bleak glimpse at the broken life of a man enslaved by an ancient 
vampiric creature, forced to do its bidding and bring it food. His actions 
weigh heavily on him, body and soul, but what choice does he have? 

  About as much choice as the protagonist in Bad Penny, it seems. An 
antiques store owner is horrified to find a cursed penny has returned to 
him, along with a hideous apparition that haunts him… and compels him 
to perform an act of hideous violence. There’s no escaping your fate. 
  In The Hunter, the horror comes not from secrets, curses or creatures 
but from the fabric of reality itself wearing thin in isolated places. A lone 
hunter, deep in the forest, comes across something unsettling, 
unexplainable and, thanks to humankind’s own fearful nature, deadly. 
True cosmic horror at its most lean and stripped-down. 
  Lastly there’s Sarangi, named after a traditional Indian stringed 
instrument, which features prominently in the film. A young Indian student 
is drawn to the music of the Sarangi, and ultimately to his doom, as the 
audience is bombarded with imagery and information about the horrors 
of British colonialism. It’s a film about the weaponisation of culture and 
identity, and it’s creepy and moving in equal measures. 
  What horror films will you be watching this spooky season?  Wrap up 
warm, grab some popcorn and let the chills, thrills and bloodspills wash 
over you!
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Last month, Shannon Barnett aged 7 from Sawley organised a fundraising event 
in memory of her younger brother Harrison who was sadly born stillborn. 
Shannon brought together twenty plus family and friends for an early morning 
hike to the summit of Mam Tor.  
 Shannons parents are proud Trustees for local baby loss charity ‘Forever Stars’ based in Beeston. Since 
Harrison’s birth the family have actively fundraised in the local community raising upwards of £25000. During this 
time Shannon has helped in anyway she could taking part in mini mud runs selling cakes and supporting mum 
and dad in their endeavours. However Shannon now thought the time was right to host her own event wishing to 

raise awareness the impact baby loss can have on siblings.  
 “The day was a great success we met at 8 o’clock at the base of Mam Tor for a quick warm drink and some photos. 

We then headed to a very windy summit. At the summit ourselves and another baby loss family had a small ceremony 
releasing balloons with our babies names on them. We then descended around to the base and back to the car park 

completing a 6KM walk. Upon completion Shannon hosted a breakfast and cake sale in the car park. Shannon has raised 
£1440 with donations still trickling in.  

 Forever Stars has been a great support network for the family heres a bit more about them.  
 In 2013, Richard and Michelle Daniels were dealt one of life’s hardest blows when their beautiful daughter Emily was stillborn. They went on to 
found Forever Stars in Emily's memory. Together we now work tirelessly to raise the necessary funds to build facilities and to improve care for 
parents who also find their precious child has gone too soon. 
 In Nottingham, the Serenity Suites that Forever Stars have funded in both the City Hospital and the Queens Medical Centre are occupied on 
average by 2 families per week supporting them following their loss. 
 After successfully developing the two bereavement suites in the Queen's Medical Centre and City Hospital in Nottingham, the Forever Stars 
team set their sights on their third major initiative in five years with the launch of the Serenity Garden project.  Initial plans were drawn up and 
the price was estimated at over £1m, it was therefore decided to scale back the project and break the project into four or five stages so that we 
could make the dream a reality for families and more affordable for the charity.  In 2021 despite the impact of the pandemic, the team have 
completed phase one of the Serenity Garden and was officially opened by the Lord Mayor of Nottingham, David Trimble on July 2nd 2021. 
 The Charities focus now is on turning the office into a counselling suite for both adults and children to aid coming to terms with their loss”.  
For more information on Forever Stars visit: www.foreverstars.org 

forever stars
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Retired Marion Mortimer

Enjoy one of our local gems...

The Mulberry Tree Café is set in the grounds of Strelley Hall, 
a historic stately home which dates back to medieval times, 
with lovely grounds to wander around and plenty of free 
parking. 
  This year’s new Autumn menu at the Mulberry Tree Café 
includes best-selling quiches, delicious homemade soup, 
chicken goujon burgers and chips, and do try the new brie, 
spinach, lime & chilli chutney panini, super tasty! The menu also includes 
several vegan and gluten free options so there’s something for everyone. The 
wide selection of homemade cakes include a few autumnal specials such as 
parsnip and ginger cake, pear with chocolate and hazelnuts plus all the 
favourites like ginger and lime cake, carrot cake, and chocolate pecan 
brownies. And even better – there’s no price rises! 
  If you have a special occasion coming up or fancy treating yourself, deluxe 
Afternoon Teas are held in the beautiful Strelley Hall building. On selected 
Wednesdays and Saturdays in December, Festive Afternoon Teas will be 
served in the unique Panelled room - enjoy a glass of mulled wine, homemade 
mince pies, mini Yule logs and Christmas cake, mini quiches and a special 
sandwich selection; it’s sure to get you in the Christmas spirit.  
   Strelley Hall will be holding an indoor Christmas Market on 
Saturday 26th November, see the website 
www.strelley.com for more details. The Hall 
also has serviced office space to let, and 
the beautifully-refurbished function 
rooms are available to hire for 
parties, funeral wakes, 
conferences and weddings. 
 
  Head over to the website to 
find out dates for Afternoon 
teas and events being held in 
the next few months, and follow 
the Mulberry Tree Café and 
Strelley Hall Facebook and 
Instagram pages to get all the latest 
updates.
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Charity Worker Hopes First Book Will Help Thousands

Are you looking for a fun opportunity to make new friends? 
Would you like to make a difference to the lives of girls and young women in your local community? 
  Girlguiding in Attenborough and Toton are looking for volunteers to help run our Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units! 
Volunteering with us isn't just about campfires and helping girls to get their next badge - although those are special 
moments that we all share. It's about empowering girls and giving them new experiences. It's being a role model and helping girls to realise their full 
potential. It's sharing and developing your skills. 
  We currently have a number of volunteer roles available, and you can choose one that matches your skills and availability. We will help you build skills 
with training opportunities suited to your role that will make your CV stand out. Take our Leadership qualification, become a trained first aider or get 
qualified for outdoor activities such as climbing and kayaking. 
  If you would like any further information you can contact Imogen Wort at attenboroughtotongg@gmail.com or you can register your interest 
online at girlguiding.org.uk by scanning the QR code.
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As we head into October, green-fingered Brits 
are being given a range of gardening jobs to get 
done this Autumn. 
 The gardening experts at GardeningExpress.co.uk 
have put together the most important jobs to get 
done this Autumn which include planting final 
veg like garlic and onions. 
  It’s also important to prepare the garden for 
colder weather by adjusting your watering 
schedule and bringing delicate container plants 
indoors. 
  Chris Bonnett, founder of GardeningExpress.co.uk  
said: “October is a key time for gardeners, it’s 
time to prep the garden and get it ready for 
some colder weather. 
    “The first frost usually comes between 
September and November, so you’ll want to 
adjust your watering schedule according to the 
weather to avoid freezing the roots of your 
plants as well as bringing more delicate plants 
inside. 
   “You can also plant some vegetables if you 
never got the chance earlier in Spring. You can 
go ahead and plant garlic and even some 
varieties of onions and these will be ready to 
harvest around mid-summer.” 
 
1. Harvest pumpkins 
If you’ve planted your own pumpkins in 
time for the spooky season then now is 
the time to harvest them. You’ll want to 
do this pretty early on if you can to 
avoid any frost ruining your hard 
work. 
 
2. Continue building your 
compost bin 
October is a good time to 
continue building your compost 
bin and if you don’t have one 
already, now’s a great time to 
start! You can begin to collect 
fallen leaves that drop throughout 
Autumn as well as collecting grass 
clippings from your final lawn trim 
before the Winter hits. 

 3. Prepare for frosts 
The first frost is known to strike anywhere 
between September and November in the UK 
so if you haven’t thought about this already now 
is the time to get prepared. For example, you 
may want to consider bringing in container 
plants or moving them to a greenhouse. 
  
4. Trim hedges 
Now is a good time to trim any garden hedges 
you have. Their growth will be slowing down so 
cutting them now will mean they have more 
chance of staying in shape throughout Autumn 
and Winter. Shears will work fine when trimming 
hedges, but if you’re after a sharper look you 
may want to consider a powered hedge 
trimmer. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Clear the pond 
If you have a pond don’t forget to keep on top 
of clearing out any fallen leaves and debris to 
keep it as an inviting environment for wildlife. 
  
6. Give the lawn some TLC 
We’ve had quite the heatwave in the UK so 
you’ll want to give your lawn some extra care to 
bring it back to life. It’s also a good idea to 
aerate your lawn with a garden fork to avoid any 
waterlogging. It will also allow oxygen and those 
all important nutrients to really sink in and reach 
the roots of your grass. 
  

gardening...
 
10 Gardening Jobs for October
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7. Plant garlic 
October and November is the best time to plant garlic because it needs a cold 
environment for a couple of months to help with the development of the bulbs. 
Break up the bulbs and place them into soil around 3cm below the surface. 
  
8. Don’t forget about autumn onions 
If you never got round to it in Spring, now is your last chance to 
plant some Autumn onions. Varieties like Radar and Electric Red 
can be planted now and will be ready to harvest around-mid 
summer. 
  
9. Keep an eye on your watering schedule 
  
It’s important to adjust your watering schedule according to 
the weather. You’ll want to keep an eye on when 
temperatures look like they’re about to drop, then you can 
water plants a few days before this to ensure that you don’t 
freeze the roots. 
  
10. Don’t forget the greenhouse 
If you have a greenhouse remember to remove any shading 
that you may have set up for the summer. You may even want 
to start to consider setting up a heater as we approach autumn 
and winter. To continue to prevent the spread of fungal diseases, 
ensure you’re regularly clearing the inside from any fallen dead 
plant material. 

gardening...
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tuneless choir

“Remember the simple joy of singing together,” say Notts’ Tuneless Choirs 
As we emerge from the Covid pandemic, mourn the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and as the cost-of-living crisis starts to bite, 
Nottingham’s Tuneless Choirs want to remind us of the mood-boosting power of singing with others.  
  Tuneless Choirs, set up for those “lacking the ability, practice or confidence to sing in tune”, have provided an outlet for the ropiest singers of 
the city and county since West Bridgford Tuneless Choir was established in 2016.  There are now over 30 Tuneless Choirs around the country. 
Nadine Cooper, who had the idea for the first Tuneless Choir after being told at school to stop singing because she was spoiling it for everyone 
else says, “I’m delighted that the choirs in Beeston, Burton Joyce, Nottingham City and West Bridgford have weathered the storm and are 
continuing to run. It looks like we are heading into recession, so I think we’ll all need to find some simple pleasures in life.” 
  At a term rate of only £6 per session, including refreshments, Tuneless Choirs surely fall into the category of a simple pleasure for a good 
number of people. Mary Hastings, who took over leading Beeston Tuneless Choir while many Covid restrictions were still in place says, “There 
are no auditions and we don’t even try to pretend that we can read music. Anyone who just wants to blast through songs with a backing track, 
singing like no one is listening, is welcome to join us this autumn.” 
  Mary knows personally about the health benefits of singing and of music. “I was preparing for a singing exam when I started to feel tired and 
breathless and realised that lymphatic cancer had returned after a ten year gap. The illness and the treatment affected my voice and it took a 
while to recover. Gradually, I found my voice again and singing with other people helped me to regain my zest for life. Leading Beeston Tuneless 
Choir always gives me a tremendous boost as I see others having fun, being silly and making a joyous noise together - even if it is Tuneless!” 
  Beeston Tuneless Choir meets every second and fourth Wednesday evening of each month at 7pm in Beeston Methodist Church, just a step 
away from the nearest tram stop and right beside a bus stop on High Road Beeston NG9 1EH. Everyone welcome. 
  Find further details at: https://www.tunelesschoir.com/join-another-tuneless-choir/beeston-tuneless-choir/ 
Or contact Mary Hastings direct: Email  beeston@tunelesschoir.com Tel  07875 700510

Can’t sing? Love singing?  

Why not join the Tuneless Choir!...
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Driving instructors across the country are raising funds for BBC Children in Need with The Big Learner Relay happening next month. 
  Hampshire driving instructor Louise Walsh is the inspiration behind ‘The Big Learner Relay for Children in Need’ planned for November this year. 
This two-week event, now in its ninth year, features driving instructors and pupils across the country all getting together to raise money for Children 
in Need Driving Instructors will be relaying a Pudsey top box, (the kind that driving instructors have on the roof of their cars), from one driving 
lesson to another around the country. 
  Local driving instructor Steve, has been asked to be the lead car from Derby County Pride Park football stadium on the 11th November. He will 
then continue with the leader car to Wollaton Hall, passing the Top Box over to his colleague, Tim Elmer who will then be the lead car to 
Newstead Abbey.  
   On the last day of the relay which falls on BBC Children in Need appeals day planned for Friday 18th November, we will relay into our grand 
finale destination to complete a lap of the fabulous Goodwood Race Circuit. 
  12 days, 3000+ miles, over 170 lead driving lessons and many thousands of instructors and pupils joining the convoy! With many months of 
planning, the route will cover in the region of 3,000 miles and driving instructors have been preparing to take part since June. Each instructor will 
come up with ways to raise funds in whichever way works for them, their pupils and their businesses. Some are getting together and are going to 
do something as a local group, some are working with local driving instructor associations, and some are just doing things within their franchises 
or on their own. Ideas so far include sponsored lessons, fancy dress lessons, PJs for Pudsey and car washes. 
  But by far the biggest fundraiser is ‘sponsor a spot’. Pupils, businesses, and the general public are donating money to sign a coloured spot on 
the instructors’ cars.  Keep your eyes peeled for spotty cars across the UK. In 2014, our first year, the total raised was over £65,000.  This was 
£60,000 more than we believed we would achieve.  Since then, The Big Learner Relay for Children in Need has raised over £500,000.  
  We have a selection of driving Instructors that are involved on a more committed level by being lead cars. This is to ensure that every leg of the 
relay has a confirmed instructor and pupil in place to carry the top box to ensure the relay runs without a break in the chain. 
  The lead cars demonstrate the diversity in this profession; independent schools, franchises both national and local, Instructor trainers, instructors 
teaching in diesel, petrol and electric cars and instructors who specialise in teaching people with disabilities.  Instructors in every part of the country 
are planning on joining the relay and convoying behind the top box Lead Car. 
  Not wanting to miss out on any of the fun, Louise is travelling the whole of the UK route in the back of each lead car’s lesson.  She comments:       
“I am so looking forward to meeting the hundreds of participating instructors, taking photos, cheering the convoy on, updating the live feeds, 
communicating with the media, and wearing my Big Learner Relay hoodie with pride as we travel around the country.  This year is even more 
special as the relay was unable to take place due to the pandemic.  We still did our fundraising and brought our community together online but 
seeing our Big Learner Relay friends face to face is going to be very special.” 
For more information on how to get involved please visit www.biglearnerrelay.co.uk 
Follow us on social media: Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/thebiglearnerrelay 
Twitter – @big_relay
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big learner relay
Breeze catches up with Local driving instructor,  

Steve Thornhill who is taking part in a relay 

for BBC Children In Need in November...
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